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: Penpdnc complamts by the Yugoslav mxhtary about law by some rcgnons Thc mlhlary cou]d grow f’
“the civilian leadership’s inability to resolve the -

- increasingly disgruntled, especially if strikes threaten -
! country’s serious problems have suggwted to some.

7 defense industries or, less likely, if troops need to be
- -f’obscrvcrs the possibility of a military coup. The most.. callcd in (o confront vnolcnt workers&
‘recent instanice came last fall when Defense Mmlstcr

Mamula publicly lambasted the- leadership for a
ariety of weaknesses

Nevertheless, there are cnoug* ,
make this prospect ‘plausible at some later date should"
;condmons scnously deteriorate: Moreover, military
cadcrs in the coming months sﬂkcly to bcco

: Thc mxhtary s sclf-pcreepuon as guardxan of the
g fcdcratlon isa thlrd potcnual mdlcator of

‘even more’ polmcally outpok n

Factors Working i

X ugosiavia-registers hi
on scveral indicators that somctxmcs have presaged
takeovcr Onc factor is growmg tcnsnons

nccrns senta’ spccxal police unit into Kosovo in
ctobcr' but tensions are hkcly to'sharpen oncc
shock of thc dcp mcnt cars oﬂ'

nprecodéh q of’ no~conﬁdcncc. stagrccmcnts
: bctwecn mxl itary and’ cmha eadcrs so far hav :

:The regime’s mablhty to addrm scnous long-term
economic problem. i§ another. factor- that could -
~'-cvcntually spur military mtcrvcnuon The Mlkulxc

nths probably wxll con
.10 rely‘on bchmd the-scenes lobbymg and stron
-public statements to chcxt govcrnmcnt actnons,

Mlhtary leadcrs appcar to recogmzc that vxhan

: performance or helpmg Belgrade cope with its largc
: forexgn debt. Public confidence over time in the
“government is likely to ebb furthcr, and discontent -
almost. certainly will lead to more strikes and work -~
i slowdowns that could provokc open deﬁancc of fcdcral‘
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authorities arc taking steps—albeit stopgap ones—to
‘address ethnic and economic problems. They probably -
know zlso that intervention, in the Yugoslav case,
could provoke new unrest because several ethnic
-groups view the military as a harbinger of unwanted
ethnic Serb domination )

LRSI Nonetheless, the mood could change quickly if events
Eo convince military leaders that civilian authorities have -
L lost control. In such circumstances, the military
ST - establishment could be prompted to intervene more
forcibly to restore order and a semblance of
centralized Communist rule. -
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